Gene expression in mammalian cells using BacMam, a modified baculovirus system.
BacMams are modified baculoviruses that contain mammalian expression cassettes for gene delivery and expression in mammalian cells. The BacMam system combines the advantages of viral transient expression, ease in generation, and a wide cell tropism. It enables rapid, facile, and flexible gene over-expression experiments to be performed in a variety of mammalian cell lines. Conversion of baculovirus vectors to BacMam vectors involves replacement of the viral specific expression cassette with a mammalian expression cassette or the addition of a mammalian expression cassette. Viruses are produced using standard methods in a few weeks. Mammalian cells transduced with the BacMam viruses have been routinely used as substitutes for stable cell lines.